American History I
Contact sihines@wcpss.net     Planning 3rd period    Office Hours: Tuesday 2:30-3:30
Welcome to the Fall 2018 journey in American History I.  This course offers an opportunity for students to think about where they come from and, maybe, where they are headed in the future.  Over the course of this year, we will examine themes such as continuity and change, the rise and fulfillment of democratic ideals, the importance of the individual in history, and the impact of cooperation and conflict.  From the Exploration of the New World to Reconstruction, students will be asked to engage in critical analysis of causation, synthesis of historical generalizations, and evaluation of historical events.  As this is a fast paced, year-long course but on an A/B schedule, students are expected to listen attentively and thoughtfully to lectures; to seek understanding of complex issues; and be willing to engage in discussion of historical relevance.  I believe it is my job to provide enthusiastic instruction, challenging assignments, and support in developing independent and cooperative learning skills. I hold a Bachelors Degree in History Education from East Carolina University from Greenville, North Carolina and a Masters of Letters with honors in Modern Historical Studies from the University of Aberdeen from Aberdeen, Scotland. My licensure is for Social Studies grades 9-12 and I look forward to a successful learning experience for all involved in this course. 

REQUIREMENTS

· One three-ring binder (at least 1”) to hold all notes, handouts, study guides, and homework.  

· Loose leaf notebook paper 

· Pencils (needed for every test)

· Pens (blue or black ink on collected assignments)

· Highlighter (optional) 


TEACHER EXPECTATIONS

· Respect for self, others, and property.
-Includes: You, me, substitutes and anybody else in the classroom

-Stay quiet while others are engaged in learning 

-Stay in your seat during class

-Maintain class integrity  

· Be on time and prepared.

-Be in seat working when class is supposed to start
-Be prepared to turn in all assignments at the beginning of class.

-If absent, be responsible for individual work of group projects you missed 

· Be actively involved
-Participate in discussion everyday and ask questions
-Study your notes each night

-Complete reading assignments as given

-Do NOT settle for good enough—seek to do and be your best

-Encourage others to be their best

· Show tolerance for others and their opinions.
CLASSROOM CULTURE
We will work hard to have a positive classroom culture and strive to keep that culture.  In instances where that culture is disrupted, consequences will include teacher detentions, parent/guardian contacts, and administrative referrals.  All Enloe High School and Wake County Public School rules will apply.
MAKE-UP/LATE WORK POLICY
Tests and all other assignments missed due to legitimate absences should be made up within three school days (unless discussed with the teacher).  They are to be made up after school during tutorials or other non-instructional time.  Missed classwork is to be made up on the student’s time and within two school days. 
GRADING POLICY

· PROJECTS/PRESENTATIONS

-Rubrics will be provided for projects/presentations

-Criteria will be provided for projects/presentations

-Plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated

· TESTS

-Multiple choice, short answer and essay may be utilized
-Test questions will not be passed back for students to keep

-Students may have access to tests previously taken in my room only

· GRADE REPORTING

-Progress Reports will be sent to every student during each marking period

-Averages will count the following times:


Major (Tests, projects) 60 %

Minor (Quizzes*, Classwork, homework) 40%

*quizzes will be double weighted
Grading Scale: A=100-90; B=89-80; C=79-70; D=69-60; F=59 & below

I have read Ms. Hines’ expectations as stated in this handout.  I agree to follow these rules and all other classroom rules.
Student Signature__________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________________

